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“SEICAA is dedicated to providing       

opportunity and for individuals and     

communities to thrive and reach their  

fullest potential, promoting self-sufficiency 

and greater economic independence 

through services,  education, affordable 

housing, and training.” 

Youth Empowered Summer (YES) 

Camp! 

On June 20 
& 21, 2012    
S E I C A A 
hosted the 
First Annual 
Y o u t h    
Empowered 
S u m m e r 
(YES) Camp 
at Pocatello   
Community 
Charter School (PCCS). The camp was 
developed by a committee of              
community members, local businesses, 
and SEICAA staff. The committee       
designed an educational camp targeted 
specifically to youth 3rd-8th grade      
focused on energy, financial, and        
nutritional education.  The 1.5 day camp 
was attended by 64 Pocatello youths. 
 
Attendees rotated through different 
topic sessions and had the chance to 
work with concepts hands-on. Idaho 
Power supplied a bike that kids rode to 
light up a traditional bulb to teach them 
how much more energy these bulbs use 
than CFLs. During the session, the U of I 
Extension Office presented nutrition and 
children had the chance to make a 
healthy snack. 
 
SEICAA partnered with PCCS, School 
District 25, Idaho Central Credit Union, 
Idaho Power, and  Intermountain Gas to 
present the camp; and received           
additional financial support from the 
ShopKo Foundation to provide             
attendees with an enriching experience.  

The  youth 
a n d           
v o l u n t e e r s 
enjoyed the 
activities and 
workshops.  
 
P a r e n t s   
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation 
and reported 

positive experiences by their children. 
One parent said YES Camp was a “great 
way to teach kids money” and that her 
child had “never shown that much      
interest before in savings. He loved the 
environmental stuff too.” 
 
SEICAA received positive feedback from 
attendees as well, including one child 
that said, “I learned about money, wants 
and needs, checks, and about energy.” 
 
SEICAA and the YES Camp committee 
are currently planning the second annual 
event. The camp, tentatively scheduled 
for the second week of June 2013 will be 
expanded to include sections on physical 
activity and incorporate a community 
service project.  
 
If you would like more information, or 
would like to join the planning            
committee, please contact Shantay 
Miner at 208-232-1114 x 126. 
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Community Action Agencies provide a 

local force that in conjunction with 

elected officials, community members, 

and low–income representatives,      

develops plans and programs to        

address poverty in our local             

communities.  As the local poverty-

fighting agency, SEICAA strives to provide the        

programs and assistance needed to individuals as 

they work toward self-sufficiency. SEICAA is able to 

create programs when they are needed and either 

spin-off into stand-alone projects or end the program 

to focus on other more vital areas.  

SEICAA examines programs and services internally 

with staff and the Board of Directors, through the 

views expressed by those receiving services, and 

through community input.  SEICAA conducts        

Community Needs Assessments, Business               

Assessments, and holds public meetings to gather 

community opinions and recommendations. SEICAA 

encourages input and the Business Assessment     

survey link can be found at https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/KJHSNK5. 

The input the agency receives is an important      

component the agency considers as programs are 

expanded, sustained, or eliminated. As we move   

forward, SEICAA will carefully examine the services 

needed by the local community to help individuals 

work toward economic independence. We welcome 

your input and encourage you to provide us with 

your opinions by completing the survey, sending us a 

letter or email, or contacting us at 208-232-1114 x 

113. 

Debra R. Hemmert , 

SEICAA CEO 

SEICAA finished energy conservation measures and completed the Community Based Social Marketing (CBSM) Plan 
in 2012. The conclusion of the Sustainable Energy Resources for Consumers (SERC) grant culminated in a report    
summarizing the findings gathered from 2463 surveys collected throughout east Idaho. The survey gathered data 
from 1014 adults and 1349 children to gauge the impact of SEICAA’s CBSM campaign. SEICAA’s campaign ran for 16-
weeks and results were positive. Significant findings  include 

45% of adults surveyed and 23% of children saw SEICAA’s CBSM 
spots either on TV or in the movie theater 

70% of those that saw the spot learned something new 

A large majority reported specific behavior changes related to 
energy conservation measures 

 

For a full copy of the CBSM Report, contact SEICAA at 208-232-1114 
x113. 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KJHSNK5
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KJHSNK5
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“Optimism is the faith that leads to 
achievement. Nothing can be done without 

hope and confidence.” 

  
Helen Keller 

Oneida County Bike-a-Thon 

 

 

 

 
 

SEICAA’s Oneida County extension office held the 15th Annual 
Bike-a-Thon fundraiser in conjunction with Malad Elementary, 
Oneida County Sherriff Department, and other local businesses 
and organizations. 

Participants completed 1328 laps around Malad City Park 
Greenway 

664 total combined miles  finished 

$2400 raised for emergency needs for those struggling in 
Oneida County 

Fifth grade students collected the most money– as a group 
this is the 3rd year they received the honor 

Sadie Giles and Wyatt Clark received recognition for most 
years participating in the Bike-a-Thon 

VITA Program 
SEICAA’s VITA Program completed its 2nd year in April, 
and was the number one site in the State of Idaho.       
SEICAA’s VITA Program completed 68 returns, a 240% 
increase over the previous year. Those receiving             
assistance from SEICAA completed their own electronic 
returns with assistance empowering them with the tools 
and ability to complete their own tax returns in the      
future. SEICAA’s site helped individuals claim $113,294 in 
returns with $49,585 in Earned Income Tax Credits.     
SEICAA’s VITA Program saved participants an estimated 
$17,408 in tax preparation fees. SEICAA will begin        
volunteer training in November and the site will open 
January 1. For more information or to volunteer call      
232-1114 x100. 

Individual Development Account Success 
SEICAA’s Individual Development Account (IDA) Program continued to work with program       

participants as they actively saved toward goals. Last year SEICAA’s first IDA Program graduate 

was able to complete     upgrades to her kitchen. In 

June SEICAA’s second IDA Program graduate    
successfully completed the program and started his own 

m i c r o e n t e r p r i s e .          Congratulations, Patrick!  

If you would like to learn more about SEICAA’s IDA 

Program or would like to  participate, please contact 
SEICAA at 232-1114 x 100. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/helenkelle164579.html
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“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together 
is success.”  

 

Henry Ford 

SEICAA relies on community, both individuals and       
businesses, support to fulfill the Agency’s mission and     
provide basic emergency services to the less fortunate in 
southeast Idaho. SEICAA’s Food Pantry appreciates the 
donations from the Postal Food Drives, Jessica Steadman 
and members of the Blackfoot Stake Center, Century Link 
and William Thomas Middle School in American Falls, and 
Bingham Co-Op and Cenex Harvest States that were       
received from January-June. 

SEICAA also receives support for events and programs in 

order to best serve participants. SEICAA would like to 
thank Bank of America and the ShopKo Foundation for  
financial support.  

SEICAA strives to be a good community member as well. In 
June 2012 staff participated in Paintfest and Family Fun 
Day. 

Meals on Wheels 
In February 2012, SEICAA Meals on Wheels (MOW) received recognition and a donation from the Idaho Potato       

Commission to support the program providing nutritious meals to seniors in Northern Bannock County. The Idaho Potato 

Commission traveled across the United States to raise awareness for senior hunger and the MOW Program specifically, 

starting the cross-country journey in Idaho.  

In addition to receiving donations, MOW hosted the sixth annual “Driving for Dough” golf tournament. On June 23rd at 

Riverside Golf Course, 20 teams played 18 holes of golf while raising $6500 in unrestricted funds to help the program 

provide meals to those not qualifying for Medicaid or other assistance. SEICAA received additional grant support from 

Heinz Food Co. and continued support from Zions Bank. SEICAA would like to thank all those providing support to the 

MOW Program. If you’d like more information, contact Helen at 232-1114 x139. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henryford121997.html


Page 5 SEICAA Community Action News 

“Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency Inc.” on  

or “SEICAA1” 

www.seicaa.org 

The overwhelming number of people in crisis can 
be assisted with your help.  Your generous tax 
deductible donation is greatly appreciated. All 
contributions directly benefit those needing     
assistance in the SEICAA seven county service 
area.  

 Name        

 
 Address       

 
 State        

 
 Telephone       

 
  Enclosed is my gift of     

Programs and Services 
Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency Inc. is a private,  

non-profit corporation incorporated in 1969 to combat poverty in  

southeastern Idaho. SEICAA provides a network of integrated services 

where no eligible person is turned away. SEICAA provides and  

advocates for resources that empower Southeastern Idaho residents 

to have the skills and resources necessary to improve their quality of 

life and become self-sufficient. Services are provided for over 158,627 

individuals throughout seven counties of southeastern Idaho. 

 

Administration:  (208) 232-1114 

      Ext 101 

Community Services:    (208) 233– 7348 

Affordable Housing Programs:  

    (208) 232-1114  

      Ext 157 

Rental Housing:  (208) 234-0966 

Senior Services:     (208) 233-9677 

Weatherization:   (208) 237-0991 

Veteran Services:  (208) 234-2466 

 

Outreach Offices: 

Bannock County:  (208) 232-1114 

Bingham County:         (208) 785-1583 

Bear Lake County:       (208) 847-1462 

Caribou County:          (208) 547-4257 

Franklin County:          (208) 852-1515 

Oneida County:            (208) 766-2737 

Power County:              (208) 226-7330 

 

SEICAA “ Agency in Action”  
televised show informs      
Pocatello community!! 

 

Stay informed: Watch Channel 12 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 



Community Action Partnership of Southeastern Idaho: 

America’s  Poverty Fighting Network 

Southeastern Idaho Community 

Action Agency Inc. Board of    

Directors 

Suzanna Nelson, Chair 

Private Sector 

Dave Maguire,  Vice Chair 

Private Sector 

Paula Miller, Secretary 

Low-Income Sector Representative 

Steve Brown 

Public Sector 

Elmer Martinez  

Private Sector 

Rick Betzer 

Low-Income Sector Representative 

Linda Shiflet 

Low-Income Sector Representative 

Mary Watkins 

Low-Income Sector Representative 

Janice Lawes 

Public Sector 

Beverly Raymond-Ferro 

Private Sector 

Howard Manwaring 

Public Sector 

Janie Gebhardt 

Public Sector 

Jennifer Robinson 

Low-Income Sector Represenatative 

Marianne Donnelly 

Private Sector 

Veda Mascarenas 

Public Sector 

Community Action News is a publication of the 
Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency  

 

Articles by: Lynette Sampson 

Insight: Debra R. Hemmert  

Photos by: SEICAA staff 

Comments and suggestions are welcome. 

Please address comments to: 

Marketing and Public Relations 

641 N. 8th Avenue 

Pocatello, Idaho 83201 

Or lsampson@seicaa.org, 232-1114 Ext 113 

641 N. 8th Avenue 
Pocatello, ID 83201 

SEICAA 

Visit us on the web 

at: www.seicaa.org 

           


