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SEICAA Ends 2010 by Completing the
11th Acquisition Infill Housing
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SEICAA’s Acquisition Housing Program
worked diligently to provide affordable
homeownership opportunities to income
e l i g i b l e i n d i v id u a l s t h r o u g h o u t
southeastern Idaho. SEICAA recruited and
prequalified buyers for various locations.
Since June 2010, SEICAA constructed and
sold homes in Inkom, Pocatello, Soda
Springs, and Preston:
Inkom– 1 home closed in July
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Pocatello– 2 homes closed, 1 in June and
1 in December

Pocatello Home

including the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Community
Frameworks, Idaho Housing and Finance
Association, City of Pocatello, and funding
partners for financial literacy education.
SEICAA worked closely with USDA RD,
Citizen’s Community Bank, and Patriot
Lending.
Ongoing recruitment is continuing for the
following areas
Pocatello
Soda Springs
Preston
Bear Lake

Homebuyer Essentials Training Dates
&
Donation Information

Blackfoot

7
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“SEICAA is dedicated to providing opportunity and for individuals and communities to thrive and reach their fullest
potential, promoting self-sufficiency and greater economic independence through services, education, affordable housing,
and training.”

“SEICAA is dedicated to providing opportunity
and for individuals and communities to thrive
and reach their fullest potential, promoting selfsufficiency and greater economic independence
through services, education, affordable housing,
and training.”

American Falls
Soda Springs– 2 homes closed, 1 in
October, and 1 in December
Potential program participants must
income-qualify at or below 80% Area
Preston– 1 home closed in November
Median Income (see www.seicaa.org for
income guidelines and program
application). Contact Shalynn Peirsol at
In SEICAA’s Acquisition Housing 208-232-1114 x 108 for more information.
Program, construction supervisors oversee
the sweat equity labor contribution
required of all participants. SEICAA’s
Inkom Home
Affordable Housing Director provides case
management to all participants and
oversees their completion of mandatory
financial literacy education.
SEICAA worked with several funding
partners to make this program successful;
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The wage gap between high and low income families continues to grow. In the Northwest, people struggle to find
work that pays a livable wage. A living wage is the amount
that is needed for a household to meet their basic needs.
This increasing wage gap means that for many individuals
and families, hard work just isn’t enough.

Based on these facts it is no surprise that SEICAA’s programs have seen a steady
increase in requests for additional assistance. Food Box requests are showing the
same increase in numbers during the same time frame. Participants enrolled in
the Family Development Program are also at an all time high. These are families
who go to work every day, sometimes working several part time jobs to provide for
their families.

A living wage in Idaho equates to a single adult,
without children, making $10.93 per hour and two
adults (both working) with two children making a
combined hourly wage of $30.05 to meet basic

When “working poor” families will be able to realize the “living wage” dream is
anybody’s best guess. One thing is certain, it isn’t because they “just don’t work
hard enough,” as some would say. Until the day comes when individuals can
“work hard” and receive “hard work pay” SEICAA will continue to be the voice of
concern for livable wages, affordable housing, and health care, along with ensuring
southeastern Idaho families, no matter what their economic status, be able to meet
their basic needs.

Debra R. Hemmert,
SEICAA Executive Director
needs.

The majority of families SEICAA programs assist certainly do not make a livable
wage. Most are working individuals or families who go to work every day to provide financially for their families; however, even with two adults in the household
working full time at $7.50 per hour their combined household income is not
enough for basic needs. This population also faces a gap left between the need
for livable wage employment and the availability of jobs that pay enough to maintain a basic standard of living.

“Living in the Red”, Northwest Federation of Community Organizations, July 2008

Job seekers and workers are further challenged by a disturbing trend: that the cost
of basic necessities is increasing faster than wages. Driven by rapidly rising health
care costs, the living wage is fast outpacing actual wage growth, leaving paychecks
increasingly unable to cover a basic standard of living. Recent data indicates that
even if a worker received a livable wage five years ago, by now even an inflation
adjusted wage would leave the worker unable to meet some basic needs.1

Grants Update
Over the last six months, SEICAA has received several grants to support
programs.
SEICAA’s GED Program, which provides tutoring services and assistance
with fees associated with testing, to income–eligible individuals throughout southeastern Idaho. In July, a grant was submitted to Walmart’s
Grassroots Committee and SEICAA received $1000 in December.
In December, SEICAA’s Community Services received a call from JH
Kelly, a contactor at Hoku stating that they had been collecting donations for SEICAA and Salvation Army. In December SEICAA received a
$5000 donation from JH Kelley.

SEICAA Launches IDA Program
In June, SEICAA received notification from Health and
Human Services that the agency’s Assets for Independence
(AFI) grant application was approved. Individual
Development Account (IDA) Programs provide an
opportunity for households or at below 200% Federal
Poverty Level participate in asset building programs, while
learning financial literacy skills. Participants work with
SEICAA’s Asset Development Coordinator for case
management, asset research plans, budget planning, and
scheduling financial literacy education. Participants must
make regular deposits into designated accounts for a specific
asset
purchase. Funding partners for matched savings
contribution and support for services include AFI, Ireland
Bank, Partners 4 Prosperity, United Way of Southeastern
Idaho, and Washington Federal.
For more information about SEICAA’s IDA Program,
contact Aarron Tuckett at 208-232-1114 x 152.

Walmart Grassroots
representative;
Deb hemmert, SEICAA
CEO; and Julia Campbell,
Community Services
Director

JH Kelly Representative, Julia
Campbell, and Brenda Ames
from Salvation Army
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SEICAA strives to achieve transparency in regards to the use of stimulus funds received. Below
is a summary of how funds have been utilized to
date:

"I am only one,
but I am one. I
cannot do
everything, but I
can do
something. And I
will not let what
I cannot do
interfere with
what I can do.”
Edward Everett Hale

SEICAA received a thank-you note from a participant in
Acquisition Infill Housing in December. The buyer income
qualified for the home and completed required financial literacy
education. This buyer was the first special-needs participant in
SEICCA’s program.
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Bingham and Bannock County hosted their annual fundraising events in October
2010; they raised funds to be utilized to assist individuals seeking their GED.
Rupes, in Blackfoot, was selected as the Bingham County favorite soup, and
Idaho State University's Culinary Arts won in Bannock County.

Volunteers
from Jobs
Daughters

Both events benefited from several dozen volunteers. In Bingham County,
volunteers staffed the Children’s Carnival, raffle, sold tickets at the door, made balloon characters for
children, served and donated soups, cleared tables, and washed dishes. In Bannock County,
volunteers helped with similar cleaning duties and soup related activities, provided entertainment,
worked with the Stone Soup children on the play, and helped with the first children’s activities in
several years. SEICAA thanks the many volunteers, contributors, and restaurants that
make these events possible.

Ruby Tuesday Volunteers

Snowmobiling for Trees

Highland
H i g h
School
Junior
Civitan
volunteer
helps
a
child

Children’s Carnival

SEICAA participants in Family Development Case Management benefited
from the Annual Bannock Civitan Holiday Party and snowmobile outing to
find Christmas Trees. Bannock Civitans and Century High School Junior
Civitans volunteer to help make the holidays brighter for children from
limited-income households. In December 2010, 157 children participated in
the Holiday Party and 13 spent time snowmobiling with Bannock Civitan
volunteers to find Christmas Trees.

Bannock Civitan Party

SEICAA’s Weatherization Department entered the 2010 Parade of Lights to increase community
Awareness. SEICAA’s float was selected as the winner of the Bannock Civitan Award.

Parade of Lights

SEICAA partnered with 94.9 FM The Classic Rock of Idaho and Don Craig
for the 2nd Annual Adopt—A-Family Radio-Thon. Despite radio-tower
glitches, Don persevered, spending three days working to help provide a good
holiday for children and their families. Through his dedicated efforts, 22
families and 50 children were provided with gifts, clothes, and dinner.
SEICAA would like to thank Don, 94.9 FM, local businesses, and all the
individuals that contributed to this cause and made a difference in so many
lives!

Radio-Thon
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LIHEAP Energy Assistance

appointments will be taken until March 2011. Call now to
make sure you don’t miss your chance to receive energy assistance. Contact SEICAA at
208-233-7348.

Vita Tax Preparation

throughout southeastern Idaho. Income qualifying households will
receive FREE assistance filing SIMPLE tax forms, including Form 1040 EZ; Form 1040 A; Schedule
1, 2,3, & EIC; Form 1040; Schedule A. B, EIC, & R; Form 1040-V; Form 1040-ES; Form 2441;
Form 8863; and Form 8812. Appointments are by appointment only. Contact Julia Willard for
more information or to schedule an appointment 208-232-1114 x 100.

Foreclosure Intervention and Default Counseling Services

are available at no
charge to interested households. SEICAA is a HUD Approved Housing Counseling Agency and can
help navigate Loss Mitigation will mortgage servicers; help you prepare an Action Plan to bring
delinquency current; and other related services. Homeowners needing assistance should contact
SEICAA as soon as possible. Contact Stephanie Olsen at 208-232-1114 x 109 to schedule an
appointment.

"For our own success to be real, it must contribute to the success of
others.
Eleanor Roosevelt

Rain or Shine, golfers donating their time, energy, and funds to SEICAA’s golf
fundraisers are always committed to finishing the round and supporting SEICAA
services. We thank all those who participated in golfing events
Franklin County
Golf Tournament

in 2010 as golfers, volunteers, and through individual and
business donations.

Golf fundraisers in Franklin,
Caribou, Bear Lake raised a
combined total of $29,204.
All the funds raised will be
utilized for residents of those
counties seeking a GED.
Bear Lake County
Golf Tournament

SEICAA Meals on Wheels
Golfing for Dough fundraiser
raised $4091. The funds
raised through this event
assist the program with meal
delivery, as no single funder
provides the full cost of the
meal and its delivery.
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Programs and Services
Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency Inc. is a private,
non-profit corporation incorporated in 1969 to combat poverty in
southeastern Idaho. SEICAA provides a network of integrated services
where no eligible person is turned away. SEICAA provides and
advocates for resources that empower Southeastern Idaho residents
to have the skills and resources necessary to improve their quality of
life and become self-sufficient. Services are provided for over 158,627
individuals throughout seven counties of southeastern Idaho.

Administration:

(208) 232-1114
Ext 101

Community Services:

(208) 233– 7348

SEICAA Highlight
In November 2010, SEICAA received
notification that the agency’s application for
status and funding support as a HUD Approved
Housing Counseling Agency was approved.
SEICAA is an intermediary agency under
RCAC. SEICAA now provides housing
counseling services, including credit counseling
and Foreclosure Intervention and Default
Counseling, in the nine eastern Idaho Counties
in addition to the agency's regular service area.

Affordable Housing Programs:
(208) 232-1114
Ext 108

Rental Housing:

(208) 234-0966

Senior Services:

(208) 233-9677

Weatherization:

(208) 237-0991

Veteran Services:

(208) 234-2466

Financial Literacy:

(208) 232-1114 x 109

Outreach Offices:
Bannock County:

(208) 232-1114

Bingham County:

(208) 785-1583

Bear Lake County:

(208) 847-1462

Caribou County:

(208) 547-4257

Franklin County:

(208) 852-1515

Oneida County:

(208) 766-2737

Power County:

(208) 226-7330

SEICAA “ Agency in Action”
televised show informs
Pocatello community!!
Stay informed: Watch Channel 12
Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Kristina Perna, started SEICAA two years ago
as a work-study student in both the Meals on
Wheels and Rental Housing Departments. She
has spent the last year working in rental housing, providing assistance to tenants and attending Fair Housing Training. Kristina now works
in financial literacy education. She assists in
course development, marketing placement, and
co-facilitates the college and high school financial literacy boot camps. She has brought youthful insight and innovation to the curriculum.
Kristina has strengthened the program with her
insight and bringing a younger mindset to help
the youth demographic before negative habits
become ingrained.
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SEICAA Homebuyer Essentials: All classes held in SEICAA’s Conference room located
at 825 E. Bridger Pocatello, unless otherwise indicated. Reservations recommended.
Call Stephanie at 232-1114 x 109. Visit www.seicaa.org for complete course
schedules.
Homebuyer Education:
Money Management Schedule:
Credit Counseling Outreach Schedule: Blackfoot:
Bannock County:
American Falls:
February 16:

1-4PM

Bear Lake:

February 23 & 24:

3-6PM

March 16 & 17

5:30-8:30PM

April 13 & 14:

5:30-8:30PM

February 3:

11:00am-3:00PM

Malad:

April 20:

10:00am-1:00PM

February 9 & 10

Blackfoot:
April 4:
Malad:

6-9PM

March 9 & 10:

6-9PM
6-9 PM

1-4PM

April 6 & 7:

April 32:

1-4PM

Preston:

Preston:
February 14:

2-4:30PM

Lunch provided.

Post-Purchase Education Schedule:

February 7 & 8

February 9 :

6:00--9:00PM

5-8PM

Pocatello:
1:30-4:30PM

March 30 & 31:

February 14 & 15:

5:30-8:30PM

April 25 & 26:

5:30-8:30PM

Pocatello–
March 28:

5:30-8:30 PM

Soda Springs:

Find course updates at:

February 2:

1-4PM

March 22:

3-6PM

“Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency Inc.” on

April 20:

2-5PM

or www.seicaa.org

Help Us Make It Happen...
The overwhelming number of people in crisis can be assisted with your help. Your generous tax
deductible donation is greatly appreciated. All contributions directly benefit those needing
assistance in the SEICAA seven county service area.
Name
Address
State
Telephone
Enclosed is my gift of

SEICAA
641 N. 8th Avenue
Pocatello, ID 83201

Community Action Partnership of Southeastern Idaho:
America’s Poverty Fighting Network

Visit us on the web
at: www.seicaa.org

Southeastern Idaho Community
Action Agency Inc. Board of
Directors
Cory Phelps, Chair

Rick Betzer

Private Sector

Low-Income Sector Representative

Elmer Martinez, Vice Chair

Judy McClanahan

Private Sector

Low-Income Sector Representative

Suzanna Nelson, Treasurer

Mary Watkins

Private Sector

Low-Income Sector Representative

Paula Miller, Secretary

Janice Lawes

Low-Income Sector Representative

Public Sector

Roger Bray

Stephanie Foreman

Public Sector

Low-Income Sector Representative

Dave Maguire

Beverly Raymond-Ferro

Private Sector

Private Sector

Marianne Donnelly

Larry Ghan

Public Sector

Public Sector
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Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency
Articles by: Lynette Sampson
Insight: Debra R. Hemmert
Photos by: SEICAA staff
Comments and suggestions are welcome.
Please address comments to:
Marketing and Public Relations
641 N. 8th Avenue
Pocatello, Idaho 83201
Or lsampson@seicaa.org, 232-1114 Ext 113

