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A Tribute to Carl Raymond
Written by Debra R. Hemmert

S

outheastern Idaho Community Action
Agency Inc. (SEICAA) lost an ally
and friend in 2005. Carl Raymond served
in SEICAA’s Board of Directors for over
20 years. Over the course of time, he contributed thousands of hours volunteering
for the agency. As SEICAA Board Chair,
Carl was invaluable in bringing affordable
housing to Southeast Idaho. He was serving as SEICAA Board Chairman at the
time of this death on June 6, 2005.

It is fitting that we dedicate SEICAA Manor to
the memory of this wonderful man who contributed so much for those who have little.

Carl Raymond had a unique giving spirit
and was best known for the jokes he told,
his sense of humor, and his exemplary
command of the English language.
He liked the theater and was cast in several
plays at Westside Players. He worked as
an independent insurance agent for most of
his life. Carl was an active member of
Kiwanis for many years and held several
local and state offices for the organization.
He loved to travel and made many trips
with SEICAA staff to trainings throughout
the United States. During the last months
of his life, when he was too ill to attend
meetings at SEICAA, he used conference
calls to continue duties as Board Chairman.
Carl loved his children deeply and adored
his grandchildren. On several occasions, I
heard him speak lovingly of his mother and
his grandmother. He took special pleasure
in his dog Sadie and used to tell friends
how smart and talented she was. Sadie’s
specialty was singing “Happy Birthday”
with Carl’s prompting.
As he realized he was reaching the end of
his destination on this earth, his biggest
concern was that of his beloved wife,
Marilyn. He wanted to be sure she would
be okay without him.

Debra Hemmert, Carl Raymond’s Family, Pocatello
Chiefs at SEICAA Manor Ribbon Cutting
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PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Non-Profits Can Make Profits
What does the distinction of nonprofit organization mean? The IRS
Federal definition is, “ An
incorporated organization which exists
for educational or charitable reasons,
and from which its shareholders or
trustee do not benefit financially.”
I often hear the remark, “ a non profit organization can’t make
money!” This statement isn’t entirely true. While non-profit
organizations are not in the business to make money, they are
able to make money that will benefit their mission and
operations. In fact, the most successful non-profit organizations
are those that realize the importance of operating as a business, in
addition to fulfilling their mission of what they were formed to
do.
The need for profit or corporate cash is critical to any successful
organization’s ability to maintain a steady cash flow. Most nonprofit organizations or companies must pay expenses, payroll,
payroll taxes, etc. the same way a for-profit entity does. For
many non-profits this can present quite a challenge. For example
a large percentage of SEICAA’s funding streams (or grant
sources) require that expenses be incurred before funds are
reimbursed. Trying to spend before we receive the funds
requires that we must have a financial cushion of sorts to ensure
that, in case of a financial emergency, we are able to maintain
day-to-day operations. Without a means to ensure expenses are
covered with unrestricted cash, we could be left in a very
difficult financial situation. A non-profit organization that may
be relying strictly on the reimbursement process for cash flow
from governmental sources, without benefit of corporate
unrestricted dollars, can rapidly find themselves in financial
trouble. I am mentioning this only to illustrate why NPO’s need
to make money through careful investments, capitol campaigns,
fundraising, and fee for service contracts.
SEICAA, like most non-profit organizations, doesn’t have
shareholders or trustees. Instead, it is governed by a volunteer 15
member Board of Directors that does not receive any monetary
or financial gain from serving as a Director of the organization.
Any funds that are gained on behalf of the agency go directly
back into the operations of the company. These funds are
necessary to ensure the financial viability of the agency.
Just something to think about if you hear, like I have, that
“non profits can’t make money”. Not only can they… they
should.

Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency inc. is a
private, non-profit corporation created in 1968 to
combat poverty in southeastern Idaho. SEICAA provides
a network of integrated services where no eligible
person is turned away. SEICAA provides and advocates
for resources that empower Southeastern Idaho
residents to have the skills and resources necessary to
improve their quality of life and become self-sufficient.
Services are provided for over 95,737 individuals
throughout seven counties of southeastern Idaho.

Administration:

(208) 232-1114

Community Services:

(208) 233– 7348

Mutual Self-Help Housing Program:
(208) 232-1114
Ext 108

Community Development (Construction):
(208) 232-1114
Ext 111

Senior Services:

(208) 233-2878

Outreach Offices:
Bannock County:
Bingham County:
Bear Lake County:
Caribou County:
Franklin County:
Oneida County:
Power County:

(208) 232-1114
(208) 785-1583
(208) 847-1462
(208) 547-4257
(208) 852-1515
(208) 766-2737
(208) 226-7330

SEICAA “ Agency in Action”
televised show informs Pocatello community!!
Stay informed: Watch Channel
12 Wednesdays and Saturdays.
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SEICAA Housing

Veterans Services
Freedom LZ
Veterans Services had a busy year in 2006. Freedom
LZ saw eleven new participants, eight remained from the
previous year, and nine left the program for permanent
housing. The program exceeded set goals for the year,
and continues to work to maintain and achieve new
benchmarks for this year. If performance continues as
planned, the program will have 100% of participants that
leave the program in permanent housing.

Jefferson House
Since January, the Jefferson House Program has
gained seven new residents, and seven more left the
program. Five additional participants moved to
permanent housing, four of whom were chronically
homeless. The program has a steady track‐record of
helping veterans return to lives of stability and
self‐sufficiency.

Work at SEICAA Manor is complete and it looks great.
SEICAA Manor is home to two residents and has room
for eight more. Those qualifying to live in SEICAA
Manor are very low and low‐income individuals that
have been chronically homeless. If you know anyone
that is interested, please call Pete Hoeman at 232‐1114
ext. 109.

Mutual Self‐Help Housing
SEICAA Mutual Self‐Help Housing finished the
20 planned homes in the American Falls project. These
homes are some of the most beautiful in the subdivision.
American Falls Phase I started in 2005 and Phase III
finished in September 2007. Funding for these homes
come through USDA Rural Development, IHFA, and
AHP. SEICAA received assistance from Community
Frameworks throughout the two years of the project.
Mutual Self‐Help is going strong. American
Falls participants are now in their homes, while the
Malad Phase I is well underway. The four homes in that
build group are entering the final stages, and families
should be in their homes for Thanksgiving.
Montpelier homes have started and the
dedication of the build group will help the homes go up
quickly. SEICAA
Mutual Self‐Help
Housing staff are
busy, as they get
ready to start
Inkom and move
forward with
preparation for
Blackfoot and
Preston.
Trusses in Malad Build Group
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Fundraisers
Franklin County Golfing “Fore” Green was a success
in August. The tournament hosted fourteen teams and
welcomed eighteen hole sponsors. This year’s event
received a Title Sponsor from Lundahl’s. The
tournament brought in over $4500 for Franklin
County’s Stone Soup Fund. In an exciting round of
golf, Brett Liechty missed the Hole-In-One by mere
inches! Thank you to everyone for making the event
such a success!

Although the First Annual Meals on Wheels
“Driving for Dough” Charity Golf Tournament was
a non-event due to snow, Meals on Wheels still
raised over $3000 thanks to generous sponsors!
The Meals on Wheels advisory committee would
like to send a special thank you to Robert
Johnson from Weatherization for building the
sponsor board– it looked great!

In a summer busy with golf tournaments,
Bear Lake County held the annual Project
Warmth tournament. This annual event is
extremely popular and is a great community
event that benefits low-income residents.
We look
forward to
continued
community
support for this
wonderful
fundraiser!

Helping People.
Changing Lives.
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SEICAA is pleased to announce a new
partnership with FEED the CHILDREN, a
national organization based in Oklahoma. The
first day of distribution of food and hygiene
products will be Saturday
November 17, 2007.
Sponsored by Teleperformace, who paid for
the SEMI‐Truck load of items and
will provide volunteers , SEICAA has 400
participants that will receive food and
hygiene products from
FEED the CHILDREN.

Pocatello Youth Plans Service
Activity
to Benefit SEICAA
Twelve year old, Terraka Garner, attends Pocatello
Community Charter School. PCCS requires all
middle school students to plan and carry out a
community service project, and Terraka chose to
complete her 20 hours at SEICAA. PCCS uses
expeditionary learning to give students a more
rounded education, and the community services
project is one of the design principles taught at the
school. Dr. Martin, Dean of PCCS said that it is
important to raise kids that are proud of their
community, and this service project teaches
commitment to plan and finish a project. Terraka has
always been community minded and her project of a
food drive for SEICAA is impressive. Although she is
still young, her
dedication to
helping those in
need, and the
impact of her service project, will
stay with her for
many years to
come.

“I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the community,
and as long as I live it is my privilege to do for it whatever I
can. “
George Bernard Shaw
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Centennial Rotary Gets Dirty:
Landscaping SEICAA Manor
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed,
it is the only thing that ever has.”

Days before SEICAA Manor Ribbon Cutting, Centennial
Rotary joined the effort to finish the project. Landscaping of
the area around SEICAA Manor was accomplished through a
joint effort of SEICAA Staff and the incredible labor
contribution from the Centennial Rotary. Volunteer crews
worked July 17 & 18th from 6am until late afternoon
finishing the landscaping. Thank-you to everyone for all
your help and hard work!

Margaret Mead

Centennial
Rotary Members
lay sod in the
early morning
sun.

Centennial Rotary members rush to finish to job
before the July sun burns too hot.

SEICAA Staff,
Julia Campbell,
Kerry Pepper, &
Rick Burgin plant
a tree in the yard.

Centennial Rotary Members

CFO, Jerald Jones,
prepares the ground
for a new tree as CEO,
Deb Hemmert, moves
dirt in the back yard at
SEICAA Manor.
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COLLABERTIVE TEAMWORK
IS THE ESSENCE OF ALL
ORGANIZATIONS!!
Introducing the team of

Community Services County
Coordinators

“Unity is strength… when there is teamwork and collaboration,
wonderful things can be achieved.”
Mattie Stepanek

Bobette, Bingham County

Community Services’ Coordinators are often
the first point of communication for people
seeking help from SEICAA. The dedicated
county coordinators are a busy bunch,
sometimes doing the work of several
divisions in their counties. Although the job
may be stressful and chaotic, these SEICAA
employees manage to accomplish great
things with limited staff and resources, but
love what they do and have a great time at
work! SEICAA could not manage to
maintain contact and uphold services in all
seven counties without all your hard work.

Rilla, Bannock County

Great Job!

Kandie, Franklin County

Karen, Caribou County

Patty, Power County
Karen, Bear Lake County

Julie, Oneida County
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Help Us Make It Happen...
The overwhelming number of people in crisis can be assisted with your
help. Your generous tax deductible contribution is greatly appreciated.
All donations directly benefit those needing assistance in the SEICAA
seven county service areas.

Name
Address
State
Telephone
Enclosed is my gift of

Pg 7

SEICAA
641 N 8th Avenue
Pocatello, ID 83201

Community Action Partnership of Southeastern
Idaho: America’s Poverty Fighting Network

Southeastern Idaho Community
Action Agency Inc. Board of
Directors
Guy Price, Chair
Private Sector
Renee Richardson, Vice Chair
Public Sector
Suzanna Nelson, Treasurer
Private Sector
Kay Stilwell, Secretary
Low-Income Sector
Lin Whitworth
Public Sector
Ron Frasure
Public Sector
Elmer Martinez
Private Sector
Dave Maguire
Private Sector

Marianne Donelly
Public Sector
Rhonda Anderson
Low-Income Sector
Paula Miller
Low-Income Sector
Judy McClahanan
Low-Income Sector
Beth Hill
Private Sector
Mary Watkins
Low-Income Sector
Janice Lawes

Public Sector

Community Action News is a publication of the
Southeastern Idaho Community Action Agency of
southeastern Idaho
Executive Director Insight: Debra R. Hemmert
Articles by: Lynette Sampson
Photos by: Shalynn Peirsol, Lynette Sampson,
Helen Mayberry, Merriann Forest
Comments and suggestions are welcome.
Please address comments to:
Marketing and Public Relations
641 N. 8th Avenue
Pocatello, Idaho 83201
Or lsampson@seicaa.org, 232-1114 Ext 113

